
Å R is a system for statistical 

computation and graphics

Å It is free software and runs on 

Windows, MacOS, and Unix-

like systems (Linux)

Å It is open-source

Å http://www.r-project.org/

Introduction to the R system 

http://www.r-project.org/


Historical background

·R is very similar to the S language and environment, developed 

at Bell Laboratories (formerly AT&T) by John Chambers and 

colleagues (1976 - )

·S-PLUS is a commercial (and expensive) implementation of the 

S environment for MS Windows (S-PLUS 7 at present)

·Ross Ihaka and Robert Gentleman, University of Auckland, New 

Zealand, produced R as a free and open-source version of S in 

1996



Robert Gentleman and Ross Ihaka

Ross Ihaka and Robert Gentleman at the Black Crow Cafe, Auckland NZ (source: R. Ihaka)

http://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~ihaka/downloads/the-r-project.pdf


Advertisement in The Economist

(April 2015)
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Some R core group members and books

http://www.r-project.org/contributors.html

http://www.r-bloggers.com/celebrating-r-commit-

50000/

http://www.r-project.org/contributors.html
http://www.r-bloggers.com/celebrating-r-commit-50000/


The rising tide of R

·Statistics teaching at 

universities

Áéeven though it may not be the 

best for learning the core ideas of 

statisticsé.

·Statistical consulting

Programming tools: Adventures with R, Nature, 2015


